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Our Story

In October 2019, We Are Tomorrow Global Partnership (wat-gp) was launched 
with one goal in mind: unite youth-led organisations across the world to work 
together to achieve climate justice. Today, we are an independent, internatio-
nal, youth-led foundation that facilitates peer-to-peer exchange of knowledge, 
opportunities and initiatives, and helps youth movements to formulate their own 
climate action agendas.

Our aim is to influence decision makers by empowering young voices, 
consolidating and strengthening cross-border youth networks, and co-crea-
ting constructive climate agendas within each partner country. In doing 
so, we strive to increase the ambition of climate policies for a climate-just 
future. As of January 2022, our partnership consists of 11 partners. These 
youth organisations represent a total of around 1900 young people, who 
in their various initiatives, have collaborated towards achieving this goal.  

Our Partners

We Are Tomorrow 
Global Partnership

YouthNet for Climate Justice

ngo ceus Chile

Acts for Sustainable Development

Strike for Future

Red de Jóvenes Ambientalistas

Nepalese Youth for Climate Action

Jonge Klimaatbeweging

Earthplus Sustainability Network

Arab Youth Climate 
Movement Qatar

South African Institute of
International Affairs (Youth)

Girls For Climate Action
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Why publish the Global Youth Climate Agenda?

We Are Tomorrow Global Partnership aims to unite young voices from around 
the world who advocate for a climate-just future. By developing National Youth 
Climate Agendas (nycas), vision documents for climate action in the national 
context, the partners equip themselves with a concrete vision to approach their 
governments with and push for more ambitious climate policies. Over the past 
three years, the focus of wat-gp has been to support the partners in their national 
advocacy efforts and the development of their nycas. This has created a sense 
of community and understanding for each other’s climate context and needs. 
Moreover, it has created a space for dialogue and cross-border collaboration as 
more participation and advocacy opportunities arose. 

This has allowed wat-gp to develop into a platform that recognizes the need 
for coherent, global climate action that goes beyond national borders. Together, 
we strive for greater advocacy efforts as young people working towards climate 
justice. That is why the Global Youth Climate Agenda (gyca) was created. Some 
parts of climate action require not just national, but international actions.Those 
are the topics that this Agenda speaks on. In it, we —the members of the part-
nership— present a shared vision on seven topics that we believe are at the core 
of the fight for climate justice: climate education; the inclusion of indigenous 
peoples and local communities; climate adaptation; biodiversity preservation; 
nationally determined contributions; loss & damage, and youth participation. 
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Principles

The gyca is our own manifesto that builds on our common understanding  
of climate justice and stresses our demands for decision makers.

The gyca is founded on six underlying principles that give meaning to our vision 
for climate justice. These principles also form the foundation of each one of the 
topics and demands covered in this Agenda. Without them, we cannot achieve 
meaningful climate justice.

For us, climate justice seeks to put people from various backgrounds at an 
equally central position in climate policy. It pursues meaningful engagement on 
climate policy development and implementation from vulnerable communities. 
It displays voices from different backgrounds, tries to understand their different 
demands and seeks to create a common front to have our demands met.

Climate justice also means recognizing that not everyone had an equal 
part in creating this crisis, and not everyone suffers its impacts equally. 
Some of us come from countries that have historically contributed the least 
to cause the climate crisis; yet, climate change impacts hit us the hardest. 
We have seen how the most privileged, in age, gender, location, assets etc.  
are, and will be, more protected from the disastrous consequences of climate 
change. 

Working towards climate justice means upholding the principles of accoun-
tability, empathy and solidarity, collaboration, intergenerational equity, accessi-
bility, transparency, and inclusion in all our endeavours.
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Accountability

Accountability focuses on holding countries and industries—especially those 
who have polluted the most—responsible for their past, present, and future 
actions to ensure intergenerational justice and international climate justice. It 
plays a vital role in recognizing how some countries have historically been the 
cause of pollution in other countries. It pleads industries, governments, and 
stakeholders to track and record their actions, and keep a registry of their green-
house gas emissions. We do not ask for charity or pity. We ask for fairness, 
justice and responsibility.

Empathy and Solidarity

As members of wat-gp, we believe in showing solidarity among partners, espe-
cially to those most vulnerable. We believe standing with others and supporting 
cross-movement building will provide aid to those most affected by the impacts 
of climate change. Likewise we encourage countries—especially those from the 
Global North— to help the most vulnerable adapt to climate change.

Collaboration

Collaboration is one of the most essential tools in order to understand and learn 
from the different realities people face. By sharing information and cooperating 
with each other, youth can make their voices heard and can assert pressure on 
policymakers and governments to design and implement climate solutions on 
an international, regional, and local level.

Accessibility

We believe that all climate change-related knowledge and information should 
be accessible to everyone, regardless of their circumstances, whether that is 
geographical location, socio-economic context, or any other circumstance. We need 
to address entry barriers that render knowledge and information 
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inaccessible to some. We urge governments to increase the focus on the deve-
lopment and implementation of solutions for good information and climate edu-
cation accessibility for all.

Transparency

Transparency means the obligation to publish and make available useful, timely, 
and pertinent information to ensure trust among organisations and civil society 
as well as within institutions. Providing a clear and transparent action agenda 
and its results is therefore essential to ensure the creation of action plans with 
real purpose and meaningful impacts. We must push for transparent processes, 
as they inspire and strengthen trust while holding institutions, governments, corpo-
rations, and organisations accountable.

Inclusion

Climate justice responds to the needs of people. It is these same people that 
build and give meaning to the movement. Because of this, climate justice must 
include everyone, regardless of their different backgrounds, lived experiences 
and needs. For this to happen, we must build a safe space that welcomes a diversity 
of opinions and perspectives. Inclusion pushes for everyone to be considered.
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It is crucial to grant climate education to children and youth in both formal, 
non-formal and informal education settings across the world. Climate change 
is a reality and it is important that young people understand its causes and 
effects so that they are able to address it from their own capacity. Education 
provides objective knowledge and tools for understanding climate change and 
its impacts, and fosters autonomous opinion shaping, systemic change and 
climate leadership by the younger generation.

In an ideal world, climate education is 
included at every level of education, 
from elementary school to professio-
nal education. In this ideal world,  
there are non-negotiable points that a  
well-developed and implemented cli-
mate education program follows:

The program goes beyond the sim-
ple message “the climate is changing” 
and introduces solutions and action 
plans.

Formal education covers current and 
relevant information on climate change 
and its impacts in an accessible way. 

In addition, we need informal edu-
cation through active involvement of 
communities in education on climate 
change effects on their own commu-

nities, as well as in teaching about the 
action plans to implement. It includes 
emotional response tools to combat 
climate anxiety.

wat-gp has identified two general 
problems: constructing climate edu-
cation from the ground and professio-
nalising climate education at a higher 
level. When we think about creating a 
national climate education syllabus 
we need to address access to educa-
tion. In some countries, the first cha-
llenge is accessibility: the differences 
between public and private education 
mean that not everyone has access to 
the same quality of education. 

The same national climate edu-
cation syllabus should be availa-
ble regardless of socio-economic  

Climate Education
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background or country of origin.
A second challenge arises when we 

think of how to develop the structure 
and content. The people who are res-
ponsible for developing most national 
educational programs usually do not 
have enough resources to change 
the syllabus. This results in a lack of 
suitable or, at best, poorly developed 
programs. In addition, there is currently 
no training available for educators on  
these topics. According to unesco, less 
than 40% of teachers feel confident on 
teaching climate-related topics.1 

This situation has been aggrava-
ted by the global shortage of teachers 
as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic.
As we have said before, when we think 
of climate education, we should not 
think of it in a purely formal way: climate 
education must include traditional and 
indigenous knowledge. 

This is because climate education 
policies need to include and take into con-
sideration the local cultures wherein the 
program shall be taught. For this, we must 
decolonize our education systems. We 
must understand climate change as a ho-
listic and intersectional issue that affects 
every part of life in order to succeed. 
Once we have thought about the cha-
llenges faced from creating a climate 
education syllabus, we must address 
the issues regarding the professiona-

lisation of climate education at higher 
level education. If we want to achieve 
a world in which every professional is 
provided with green skills and a ge-
neral understanding on how their role 
impacts the climate, we need funding.

Until now, only a few institutions 
provide climate-related education for 
all programs. In addition, there is a 
lack of  specific sustainability-focused 
degree programmes.

Funding can equip the institutions 
with relevant resources such as data 
centres and train university staffers to 
meet this challenge. These climate cour-
ses and programmes are not cheap - the 
cost poses in particular a barrier for 
young people from developing coun-
tries who might be looking to pivo 
their professional careers towards 
sustainability. We must therefore also 
focus on  funding for scholarships to 
pursue these degrees. 

We must understand climate change 
as a holistic and intersectional issue 
that affects every part of life and act 
accordingly. 
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1) Climate education as a right:  
Climate education should be recogni-
zed as a universal right. 

2) Decolonize education: Create  
inclusive traditional and informal cli-
mate education systems and curricu-
lums that interrogate and unpack the 
socio-political influences, the causes 
of climate change and the ongoing  
impacts of colonial legacy.

3) Funding and training: Governments 
must support formal, non-formal and 
informal education programs on the 
causes and effects of climate change. 
Governments need to create specific 
programs aimed at training educators 
on how to address and teach on these 
topics in their own curriculums.

OUR DEMANDS

1 UNESCO. (2021). Teachers have their say. Motivation, skills and opportunities to teach education 
for sustainable development and global citizenship. France.
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As a child, I witnessed how extreme weather patterns had devastating impacts 
on my parents’ harvests. The increasing frequency and severity of these events 
led me to grasp the importance and need for climate and environmental edu-
cation. I believe that if climate education had been present during our school 
years, perhaps the current lifestyles of people in Uganda would be different. This 
realisation is present in many people my age. As a result, we are now advocating 
for the inclusion of climate education in schools and communities. 

Since launching our organisation, we have noticed that people are often 
aware of the changes in our climate, but not the sources of it.  We have seen 
how students in Uganda are barely taught about climate change. I am a strong 
believer that climate education will empower youth and future generations to 
protect the environment and accelerate climate action.

My greatest joy is seeing former students becoming leaders in their commu-
nities. By putting young women and girls at the forefront, awareness has grown 
from the grassroots, changing the way people perceive their relationship to their 
environment and ultimately contributing to our vision of a global population that 
is mindful and protective of the environment. Kekulina Mutesi told us:

Climate Education 
Will Empower Future 
Generations
By Kizza Pius Ddumba
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“Ebyoto binno bikuma emere nga nsu okumala akabanga akanene ante nga  
nabana baiyife tibakaya kuba omulilo gusigala munda mule. Nekyindi nti ebyotyo  
bino bikozessa enku ntono nga tibifulumya mwoosi kutukosa mawuuwe, so twebaza  
GirlsForClimateAction okutusomesa kubyobutonde.” 2 

Bikala Nicholas, a Primary 7 pupil from St. Henry’s Educational Centre, also no-
ted that these sessions have taught him about ecosystems and how to take care 
of them. Testimonies like these only inspire us to continue fighting for access to 
climate education for everyone.

2 These altars keep the food hot for a long time and the children do not burn because the fire 
remains inside. Also, these fires use less wood and don’t emit smoke to harm our lungs, so we 
thank GirlsForClimateAction for educating us about the environment
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We hope for a world in which indige-
nous communities and local commu-
nities are seen as equal partners in ad-
dressing climate change. The colonial 
past that these communities endured 
instituted the systematic oppression 
and discrimination they are subject to 
today. The systematic oppression and 
discrimination that they face today is 
a direct cause of the colonial past that 
these communities had to endure. In 
extreme cases, indigenous communi-
ties  have faced denial of their existen-
ce and deprivation of their lands and 
resources. This is unacceptable.

For the past several centuries,  
indigenous communities have been 
fighting for their rights and ways of 
living. Despite this, today, indigenous 

peoples and communities are among 
the least represented groups in deci-
sion making processes that affect their 
ways of existing, their territories and 
their resources. It is essential to include 
them in all stages of decision-making 
processes, as these groups are some 
of the most affected by climate change 
impacts.

Because of their unique cultural 
connection and extensive knowledge 
of land and resources, indigenous 
communities have always taken 
care of their environment. They have 
long-standing knowledge and ex-
perience with self-organisation and 
mobilisation in order to protect their 
communities. They are the ones 
who know their needs and priorities. 

Nota bene: during the consultation process for the Global Youth Climate  
Agenda, we unfortunately did not manage to engage indigenous people directly. 
This chapter therefore can not be read as a complete and direct reflection of 
indigenous peoples’ needs and interests. However we strongly believe that it 
is crucial to include indigenous peoples, as well as local communities,on the 
quest for climate justice, and therefore decided to pay specific attention to this 
topic with an open invitation for those who identify as indigenous to respond. 

Inclusion of Indigenous Peoples 
and Local Communities



18

We urge governments to create  
(legal and non-legal) mechanisms 
to guarantee meaningful and active 
participation of indigenous peoples 
and communities. Especially in those  
processes and activities that affect 
their lands and resources. Inclusion 
of indigenous peoples in decision  
making processes is key to ensuring 
that their rights are upheld. 

When needed, legal mechanisms 
should be made available to protect 
their territories, lands, natural resour-
ces and cultural heritage. We need 
to modify and create new laws and 
mechanisms that help indigenous  
communities to ensure and self-deter-
mine their present living experiences 
and their future.

1) Formalisation: Governments must 
legally recognize the rights of indige-
nous peoples to their land and com-
munity, and formalise their participa-
tion. This will only be achieved if local 
and indigenous communities have 
true access to all key decision-making 
processes.

2) Access: Eliminate participation 
barriers (financial, language, political, 
legal) that keep indigenous commu-
nities from being included in key deci-
sions about their rights.

3)Financial support: Governments 
must support locally led projects and 
initiatives that respond to peoples’ 
context and needs.

OUR DEMANDS
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Umesh Balal Magar, network coordinator at Nepalese Youth For Climate Action, 
grew up in Nepal, a country full of diverse landscapes and people. The indige-
nous peoples are one of the major communities in Nepal. Over the past centu-
ries, they have played an essential role in biodiversity preservation and protec-
tion. The immense knowledge they have, related to the environment they live in, 
is related to their resources. These territories and ecosystems are vital for food, 
resources, but also for their cultures.

Many traditions are based on their relation to the land, such as Bhumi Puja, 
where the land is worshipped  to eradicate any ill effects on agriculture. In Newa-
ri culture they worship Indra, the god of rain, to thank for rain. The rainfalls are di-
rectly affected by climate change, which is something they are not always aware 
of. In the Kirat culture, they also celebrate Udhauli and Ubhauli. The migration 
from the low-altitude areas upwards to hilly areas is called Ubhauli (upwards), 
which is also an annual festival of these communities On the Udhauli festival 
day, the Kirat people offer thanks to mother nature for providing a good harvest.

Umesh, as part of the Nepalese Youth for Climate Action aims to sensitise 
them on climate change by linking their culture and nature with the effects of 
climate change, showing how human activities are affecting both. Through talks 

Climate Action for Preservation 
of Culture and Land

By Umesh Balal Magar and Zoë de Jonge
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and examples, they show the relationship between climate and culture and peo-
ple’s dependence on nature, aiming to make them aware of the climate crisis, 
and advocate together with those most concerned within their communities.
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When thinking of adaptation, a first big 
problem is often encountered: the cu-
rrent discourse on adaptation is vague 
and does not answer to communities’ 
needs. There have been attempts to 
consolidate a definition for adaptation 
that includes nature-based solutions; 
however, we see that the undefined 
nature of this concept serves the in-
terests of some governments, indus-
tries and corporations as it prolongs 
the timeframe of inaction.

Most of the public and private sec-
tor use the vagueness ‘adaptation’ as 
an attractive sounding word that also 
allows them to avoid a lot of respon-
sibility. This has made the design and 
implementation of adaptation even 
more difficult. In addition to this, the 
lack of financial support from govern-
ments makes it almost impossible for 

locally-led initiatives to succeed, strive 
and have a meaningful impact. We 
urge for these initiatives to be taken 
seriously, as communities hold impor-
tant knowledge related to adaptation.

Our partnership envisions a world 
in which adaptation is locally led and 
supported by governments. Most of 
climate financing goes to mitigation, 
and adaptation is usually forgotten. 
We must strive to work towards adop-
ting nature-based solutions that are in-
clusive to all. We must strive for action 
plans that seek to protect, manage, 
and restore ecosystems while addres-
sing social challenges posed by the 
climate crisis.

Adaptation is understood as the actions that society can, and need, to take to 
reduce the impacts of the climate crisis. When thinking of adaptation, we need 
to acknowledge that we are already facing these impacts, and that the need for 
action plans is no longer hypothetical.

Climate Adaptation
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1) Financial and technological  
support, especially for locally led 
adaptation:
Increase access to micro-financing 
especially for women and youth at the 
frontlines to develop, grow and imple-
ment their adaptation solutions.
Increase equitable access to tools 
and use of modern technology in crea-
ting renewable, and affordable energy 
sources, climate-smart farming me-
thods among others. 

2) Governments need to develop 
adaptation plans that work with  
nature and not against it, through na-
ture-based solutions and locally-led 
initiatives that respond to peoples’ 
context and needs.

OUR DEMANDS



25



26

In Mexico, youth has grown up listening to two stories. First, how Mexican territo-
ries hold a lot of biodiversity. Second, how the “adults” are not doing anything to 
protect our gorgeous and vital ecosystems. I have been aware of both stories for 
a long while, which has inspired me to confront this issue. In my opinion a strong 
national youth movement that acts locally, but thinks globally, can respond to 
this issue. As part of the Global Youth Biodiversity Network (gybn) and la Red de  
Jóvenes Ambientalistas (rja), I have had the opportunity to lead sustainability  
projects in rural areas that focus on agriculture, forests and natural protected areas. 

When I heard about the concept “Nature Based Solutions”, I thought this would 
be the answer to many problems. However, this modern concept triggered inten-
se debates at the Climate Change and Biological Diversity Conventions, because 
it not only brings benefits but also risks for societies working to adapt to environ-
mental crises. I decided to join and lead these debates with the Global Centre on 
Adaptation and North American governments. In collaboration with hundreds of 
young people from Mexico and Canada we succeeded in delivering a youth po-
sition on NBS and enriching Nature Based Solutions. Nowadays, Nature Based  
Solutions include ecosystem-based approaches and will be adopted at the new 
Framework of the Convention on Biodiversity, enabling 196 countries to have the 
best adaptation strategies. Mexican youth are very enthusiastic to undertake res-

The Importance of Nature-based 
Solutions for Adaptation

By Esteban Enrique Ramírez Cruz
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toration projects in their country to build a bright future and so there is still hope 
that Mexican nature will be conserved. I will be a delegate at COP15 to advocate for 
these adaptation strategies and work for their implementation nationally.
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We hope for a future where biodiver-
sity conservation  is mainstreamed. 
A world where no business or activi-
ty can be considered if it negatively 
affects biodiversity.

The biodiversity loss crisis is as 
big of a problem as climate change. 
What is more important, they are  
highly interrelated in its causes but 
also in its solutions. Multiple life forms 
and complex interactions between 
them makes ecosystems stronger to 
climate change effects like variation 
of temperatures, plagues, massive ex-
tinctions and more. In the same way, 
climate change can speed up biodi-
versity loss, endangering ecosystems, 
increasing disasters and boosting vul-
nerabilities to society, attempting food 

security and resilience. By addressing 
biodiversity issues, we can contribute 
to mitigation and adaptation strate-
gies to climate change. Sharing goals 
to achieve healthy forests, oceans, 
rivers, deserts, agricultural landsca-
pes and cities, will take up the main  
environmental crises of our time. This 
is why governments must consider 
the biodiversity loss as what it is: a 
crisis. Today, we do not have efficient 
laws and policies to stop it. What we 
have is a set of regulations that favour 
profit and forget to protect the ecosys-
tems and cultures developed around 
respect for nature. 

Today, vulnerable sectors are the 
ones who are protecting biodiversity 
and find themselves particularly vul-

One of the main goals and reasons for fighting climate change is to tackle  
common drivers with biodiversity loss crisis and so, preserve as many  
species and ecosystems as possible. Preserving biodiversity is essential to keep 
ecosystems healthy and ensure their existence. Humans need to see themselves  
as part of the ecological system, as ecosystems are a vital aspect for human life.

Biodiversity Preservation
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nerable to its loss and its unsustai-
nable use from others. They must be 
supported by their governments and 
societies in order to halt destruction, 
ensure conservation and reach a sus-
tainable use of biodiversity.

Another major problem is the lack 
of information and education on bio-
diversity at all its elements such as 
ecosystem functions, genetics, diffe-
rent life forms, its relation with culture 
and other kinds of social and econo-
mical practices without leaving aside 
how important is nature by itself be-
yond anthropocenic values. Adoption 
of this knowledge will enable decision 
makers and society at large, to take best 
actions to live in harmony within nature.

1) Strong legal protection: Develop in-
ternational, regional, bilateral, and na-
tional laws/agreements for biodiversity 
protection. Include biodiversity impacts 
on project evaluations in national laws 
and environmental evaluation systems.

2) Capacity building: Promote nature 
and biodiversity-based solutions. Crea-
te capacity building programs that edu-
cate on biodiversity drivers.

3) Strengthen inclusion of indige-
nous peoples and local communities,  
women, and youth into the biodiversity 
strategies by Rights Based Approaches.

OUR DEMANDS
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At the time of writing the Global Youth Climate Agenda, The Netherlands is fa-
cing a great nitrogen problem. The combination of intensive industry, bio-indus-
try, and over 17 million inhabitants on a piece of land roughly 41,000 km², has 
resulted in an excess of nitrogen deposition. Nitrogen acts as a soil acidifier 
and, in excess, destroys the biodiversity of plants, soils and insects. 

Today, the effects are visible: roadsides that once had diverse vegetation 
are overtaken by homogenous stretches of the few plants that thrive on nitro-
gen-rich soil. Less visibly, the declining numbers of bird and insect species tells 
us that ecosystems have lost their balance. 

It’s an immensely complex problem, with a multitude of stakeholders with 
opposing interests, from bio-industry giants and their investors to small-scale 
biological farmers and those living in the cities. There is no solution that will 
satisfy all. Furthermore, the short-sightedness of the current political status quo 
means that the problem will most likely be left unresolved, out of fear for the 
following elections. This highlights exactly why young people must be included 
in decision-making on biodiversity: continuing the practices that lead to excess 
nitrogen deposition seems like the “easy” option, but disrupting them is key for 
ensuring a liveable environment and thereby a dignified life for future genera-

Biodiversity Preservation: 
A Perspective from the 
Netherlands
By Irthe de Jong (jkb) 
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tions. Humans are a concerted part of the ecosystems that make up the envi-
ronment: we are as influential as we are dependent on it. Whatever role these 
young persons will take on, whether it be farmers, doctors, artists, biologists, 
lawyers or politicians, the choices made now concerning nitrogen will affect the 
quality of their lives.

The nitrogen problem is a specific Dutch issue, but biodiversity is threatened 
all around the globe by similar short-term visions in governance. The gyca is 
a necessary tool in ensuring that the voices of young persons are heard and 
long-term commitment is achieved. Our demand is simple: give us and future 
generations the chance to experience the full wonders and beauty of life on this 
planet. After all, it is the only one we have.
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We strive for ndcs that give the 1% more 
responsibility. However, we know that 
setting emission reduction goals has no 
effect without implementing the policies 
needed to achieve them. Currently most 
countries are not on track to achieve their 
commitments and ndcs are not binding 
on governments. 

ndcs should focus on all economic 
sectors, going beyond the energy sector 
and target other factors that contribu-
te to climate change. Additionally, they 
should factor in societal issues and 
unequal impacts of both the climate 
crisis and policies to address it. They 
should be based on science or establi-
shed with a scientific baseline and at 
the same time address climate justice 
questions. We believe ndcs can establish 
a realistic line of action with tangible tar-
gets in the short and medium term. 

When developing and setting ndcs, we 
have observed a lack of inclusive par-
ticipation in the process. The commit-
ments made by politicians should be 
supported by vulnerable groups and es-
pecially those living at the frontlines of 
climate change. The political background 
of a specific country usually affects the 
level of ambition with which they are set 
(ndcs should be set in a way that they 
are not subject to short-term political 
changes).

We need mechanisms that make 
governments accountable for the fulfil-
ment, or lack thereof, of the goals.

It is important to address ndcs in the gyca as one of wat-gp´s goals is to  
empower young people to push their policymakers for more ambitious ndcs.

Nationally Determined  
Contributions (ndcs)
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1) Re-think ndcs: Climate-just ndcs 
must go beyond the energy sector 
and GHG reduction targets. They must  
address social issues in their design.

2) Youth and vulnerable group enga-
gement: Governments must commit 
to including the youth and vulnera-
ble groups in the determination and  
implementation of ndcs.

OUR DEMANDS
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Nationally Determined Contributions (ndcs) set the level of ambition for climate 
change mitigation. But in doing so, they also shape the world that our and future 
generations will inhabit. This is especially the case in countries that have relied 
on fossil fuels as their main source of wealth. In Qatar and other Gulf States, 
tackling the climate crisis means rebuilding the economy: away from fossil fuels 
and towards sustainable industries. It means creating green jobs and building 
a future that is liveable – from an environmental and economic standpoint.  
Today’s youth will be the one working those green jobs tomorrow and so future 
plans should include and prepare them. 

Neeshad Shafi co-founded the Arab Youth Climate Movement Qatar, to in-
crease awareness on climate change issues among Middle Eastern youth and 
to enable youth to codesign their future. He actively works to educate young 
people on what climate change means for their future and in this way draws 
them into the discussion. He also knows that making a real change requires 
different strategies depending on the context you live in. Neeshad believes in 
taking a solutions-based approach towards the Qatari government, showing 
them what young people can do and how they can contribute to a new, greener 
economy, for example by training them for future green jobs. 

Co-designing Our Futures 
Through ndcs

By Jana Elbrecht & Neeshad Shafi
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ndcs don’t just set targets for climate mitigation. They provide the contours of 
future societies. When governments design these plans, they should be aware of 
this impact and take a holistic and inclusive approach: what is the society we 
are building for our children and how can we give them a say?
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As we know, Global North countries 
have fuelled the climate crisis through 
decades of exploitation, negligence and 
inaction. Today, there are billions of peo-
ple in low to middle income countries 
who suffer the consequences of the 
climate change crisis: floods, cyclones, 
landslides, heatwaves, droughts, among 
many other natural disasters.

Historically, high income countries 
have benefited at the cost of other lower 
income countries, through pollution and 
resource extraction. The world is still 
waiting for some form of accountabili-
ty for the damage that has been done. 

The current debate seeks reparations to 
those who have suffered the impacts; 
however, some of these are irreversible, 
intangible and unmeasurable. Loss and 
damage needs stronger attention both 
at the national policy level, and at the in-
ternational climate negotiations.

‘Loss and damage’ refers to the harms, both economic and non-economic,  
caused by human-induced climate change. Even with adaptation measures  
implemented, some of these damages have become inevitable or have  
already taken place. Both currently and historically, more than half of the world’s  
emissions come from the US, Europe and China, while African countries  
together emit less than 4% of greenhouse gases.3 Nevertheless, those that  
emitted the least, are bearing the brunt of climate change. The Paris agreement 
explicitly states that these facts do not provide liability or compensation for 
loss and damage, and the language around the clausule is overall very weak.

Loss and Damage
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1) Finance commitments: Global North 
and high income governments should 
provide finance to compensate for 
the losses & damages caused by their  
emissions, proportionate to their histori-
cal emissions records.

2) Provide technological support to 
address losses & damages, such as in 
building early warning systems in large 
rivers, and operationalize the Santiago 
Network on Loss and Damage.

3) Support the implementation of  
projects aiming to build resilience in 
communities, livelihoods and ecosys-
tems.

OUR DEMANDS

3 UN. (n.d.) United Nations Fact Sheet on Climate Change. Available at: https://unfccc.int/files/
press/backgrounders/application/pdf/factsheet_africa.pdf
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At only eleven years old, Sohanur Rahman experienced the climate crisis first-
hand when super cyclone Sidr destroyed the coast of Bangladesh. Like many 
others, he has grown up in a country that is extremely vulnerable to the con-
sequences of climate change, while having virtually no part in causing it.  
Almost fifteen years later, Sohanur has become a leading voice calling for 
global leaders to pay for the loss and damage caused by the climate crisis. 

Growing up along the Bangladeshi coast, he has seen what clima-
te change looks like to his people. Poverty, malnutrition and water scar-
city are all caused or exacerbated by climate change and natural disas-
ters. In September of 2021, he organised a visit to the coast for youth and 
parliamentarians. They spoke to women who saw their agricultural lands 
ruined by salt, their houses destroyed by natural disasters and their eco-
nomic opportunities vanished – the harsh realities of the climate crisis.  

Rising sea levels and an increase in natural disasters are direct consequen-
ces of greenhouse gas emissions. With global emissions still on the rise, the 
youth of Bangladesh is facing an uncertain future. The responsibility for this 
disaster is not difficult to attribute. Historically, 92% of these emissions have 
taken place in Global North countries, largely after their governments were  

Let Those Responsible Foot  
the Bills

By Sohanur Rahman and Jana Elbrecht



45

well-aware of the consequences. 

Determined to protect his community and others like it, Sohanur founded 
the organisation YouthNet for Climate Justice in 2016 and later started the Ban-
gladeshi chapter of the Fridays for Future movement. His organisations call for 
youth-led climate action in Bangladesh and bring the stories from the Bangla-
deshi coast to international decision-making arenas. Sohanur relentlessly advo-
cates for climate justice and loss and damage finance. He believes that young 
people will hold global leaders accountable and make those responsible pay the 
bill for the losses they have caused and the damage they have done.
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wat-gp is founded on the idea that youth 
participation is key at all levels of deci-
sion-making processes related to clima-
te justice. Most importantly, we wish for 
a world where youth are taken seriously 
and not positioned as a token for the le-
gitimacy of world’s leaders. 

A world in which young people have 
access to full, equal, and autonomous 
leadership.

Today, there are a lot of youth-led 
organisations and initiatives all around 
the world, who face a major challenge: 
their impact usually depends on the 
government’s willingness to listen to 
them. To be fully included, we need to 
be guaranteed a meaningful seat at the 
table where we can be heard and have 
an impact. We would like to see a world 
in which governments create global, re-

gional and national frames, and mecha-
nisms that guarantee meaningful youth 
participation. 

We see a world in which young 
people have access to appropriate and 
useful tools to educate themselves 
on participation possibilities and have 
all the information needed to partici-
pate in decision-making processes.  
Although scientific information is beco-
ming increasingly available, there are 
not as many attempts to connect with 
the youth. Access to scientific informa-
tion allows for relevant and constructive 
feedback on climate policies. 

Another problem that youth face 
when seeking access to decision ma-
king processes, is the highly bureaucra-
tic systems set in place. 

The principle of youth participation promotes and demands youth leadership 
and meaningful participation in decision-making processes. It recognizes 
that decisions made today will affect them in the future; therefore, they must 
be considered as key allies and the leaders of the global climate movement.  
Climate justice is intergenerational justice.

Youth Participation  
for Climate Justice
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These barriers prevent youth from  
accessing important events, forums, 
and panels. In addition, financial  
support is usually scarce. By funding 
youth-led initiatives and participation, 
governments can create a level playing 
field with professionals in the climate 
debate. This is particularly hard for  
youth-led organisations to realise by 
themselves, as their efforts are often 
pursued voluntarily: next to a full-time 
job or study. Young people should be 
compensated fairly and as equal and 
legitimate conversation partners.

1) A formal commitment: Governments 
need to incorporate in their laws and 
policies the obligation to include youth 
in policy development and climate de-
cisions. This includes the incorporation 
of youth delegates into the international 
and national space. At least two young 
people in the formal delegations of states 
to international and national climate policy 
conferences, such as unfccc cops.

Providing youth with sufficient  
resources, funding, and access to 
spaces, and educational resources for 
youth to mobilise themselves and each 
other for the future they desire.
2) Coordination and structure: Govern-
ments need to create a sense of focus 
when it comes to youth participation. 
Youth engagement must be based on 
articulated strategies and always consi-
dering intergenerational equity.

OUR DEMANDS
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ceus Chile is an youth-led organisation that seeks to empower the Chilean youth 
by building capacity for advocacy on sustainability and climate change. Since 
2018, it has pushed for the involvement of youth in the development of national 
public policy and climate decision-making. These efforts have demonstrated 
the importance of youth participation in climate ambition and environmental 
management at every level.

As an institutional response to the 2019 national social crisis, Chile has 
undergone a 4-year process for drafting of a New Constitution. The process  
included a referendum and the election of a constituent assembly, represented 
by 155 citizens. ceus Chile decided to partake in this historic process through 
the project Voces Juveniles: Hacia una Constitución Ecológica (Youth Voices: 
Towards an Ecological Constitution). 

A series of meetings were held with citizens aged 19-25, in order to reach 
an agreement on the requirements for an ecological constitution. The project 
produced a proposal for the New Constitution that focused on three primary 
points: “the right to water; the legal status of nature, and the obligation to provide 
socio-environmental education with a significant territorial component”. This 
proposal was delivered to the constituent assembly and incorporated in their 

Youth, Climate, and 
Democracy in Chile

By Isabella Villanueva García
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official proposal, resulting in the most progressive constitutional proposals to 
date worldwide in terms of environmental protection. Although on September 
4th 2022 the people of Chile voted to reject the proposal, this process demons-
trated the importance of youth participation in democratic processes.
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The Global Youth Climate Agenda pre-
sents the shared vision for a climate just 
future through the eyes of 11 grass-roots 
youth movements across the world. To 
the best of our knowledge, there has 
been no other attempt to unite youth 
climate voices on an international level 
independent of established internatio-
nal governance institutions, such as 
unfccc (e.g. youngo). By developing an 
independent agenda-setting manifesto, 
We Are Tomorrow Global Partnership 
actively brings those youth movements 
to the table that have ideas that can 
change the status quo.

We hope for the Global Youth Clima-
te Agenda to strengthen and ignite new 
conversations between youth move-
ments and their (inter)national leaders. 
It shows how governments at any level 
can benefit from engaging youth as they 
are the carrying capacity of future-proof 
policies. Similarly, it proves the added 
value for youth movements to formulate 
concrete climate ambitions and solu-
tions for a climate just future. This is a 
call to our peers to make your voices 
heard and seek collaboration.

Of course, the perspectives presented 
in this agenda cover widely divergent 
geographical and political contexts, but 
these are still far from exhaustive. The 
seven themes discussed are believed to 
be of universal importance to the young 
and future generations anywhere in the 
world, but may be explained differently 
based on the time and location of the 
community concerned. This has two 
implications: First, We Are Tomorrow 
Global Partnership will continue to  
actively reach out to youth movements 
all over the world, in order to grow the 
partnership with representatives from 
different countries and regions. At this 
point, we are prioritising a fair balance 
between developed, transitioning and 
developing countries within the partner-
ship, as to foster mutual understanding 
and knowledge exchange for joint advo-
cacy efforts in the future.

Secondly, a revised Global Youth 
Climate Agenda is planned for the fu-
ture. This first endeavour has taught us 
a great deal about the organisation of 
consultations, facilitating equal engage-
ment of partners and creating a shared 

Conclusions
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understanding of our differences and 
commonalities. We are only more cu-
rious to apply the lessons learnt to our 
future work and a renewed vision docu-
ment that suits the spirit of age. 

We Are Tomorrow Global  
Partnership is immensely proud 
and grateful to work with the youth  
movements that are part of our  
network today. It is truly inspiring to 
witness the strength, hope and vigour 
that youth still bring to the table every 
day, all over the world. Also, we would 
not have been able to do this work  
without the indispensable support of 
the Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and its Inclusive Green Growth (igg)  
department. Many thanks to all those 
who have ever directed their kind words 
of belief and encouragement to us. The 
perseverance we need in a time of cha-
llenges too large to really comprehend, 
is due to you.

November 3rd, 2022.
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